
SCOUT Projects:           Vertical Blinds 

m/v SCOUT (Great Harbour N37)         Ray and Lisa Henry  

Description 
We wanted to try something a little different with our N37 deckhouse windows.  After some research, 

we decided to try vertical blinds.  They should allow us to open and close easily for light, as well as 

retract them for full view underway.  It also appeared that it might be easier to modify them to make 

the angled sections for the two forward side windows. 

Also, we are trying the method described below of keeping them stable in a retracted position while 

underway, keeping them from swinging back and forth. 

Parts Ordered 
1. BLINDS 

• Blinds.com order of five sets of vertical blinds 

2. HOLD BACKS 

• Threaded insert – 1/4-20 thread size 

• Wooden dowel 

• Drawer pulls 

• Threaded studs 

Design 
The Blinds.com folks were very easy to deal with.  We made careful measurements and submitted our 

order online. All were 35 inches high, and were 65, 72 (two), 45, and 31 inches wide.  There was a 

retract-right or -left to consider on each of them. 

The blind clips were mounted to the 1/4-inch ceiling panels up and behind the wood valance around the 

deckhouse.  The clips were a bit tough to get screwed in with the limited space, but it all worked out. 

For the angled windows, we just cut off the blinds’ vanes at the bottom and re-sewed the weights back 

in at the new length.  The length of the angle only encompassed two vanes. 

The width of the vanes allows them to rotate about 80 percent of perpendicular due to the width of the 

space behind the valance.  This still allow for plenty of light, and if more is needed, they can just be slid 

over. 

For the holdbacks, I used a threaded insert right into the side panel and fiberglass skin behind.  When 

not underway, they do not protrude out off the wall at all.  I still need to find a decorative plastic insert 

to plug the hole and make them look a little better, but they are behind the last vane of each of the 

blinds most of the time anyway. 



 

Threaded Insert 

 

I made removable holdbacks to go into the threaded inserts for when we are underway.  A wooden 

dowel with a hole in either end, and some threaded studs inserted.  On one end, the threaded stud gets 

a drawer pull with a large disk shape. The other end is a 1/4-20 thread to go into the side panel insert. 

 

  

Removable Holdbacks 

 

The theory is that the weight of all the vane ends (they are quite heavy as a group), draped over the 

posts, will stay relatively stable.  We will have to put a loop/tie around them if they prove to be 

problematic.  

 

 



Completion 
We are quite happy with the look and how easy they are to manage for light and privacy.  

  
 

  

Blinds Installed 

 

 

Holdbacks 

 



Do-Overs and Comments 
We have not been out in any nasty stuff since installing the blinds.  Time will tell if they are a problem or 

not, and if the holdbacks need some loops or ties. 

The wands are made of lightweight metal and do swing some.  I slipped a rubber O-ring around the ends 

where they contact the side.  Again, time will tell if this is a good solution or if something else is needed. 

 

 

 


