
SCOUT Projects:  Engine Room Tool Boxes 

m/v SCOUT (Great Harbour N37)          Ray Henry  

Description 
Built-in tool boxes for underneath the workbench in the engine room. 

Parts Ordered 
1. Ranger Model X50-C tool boxes – (Qty 4) 

2. 36”x 12” x ¾” piece of Starboard (on hand) 

3. Screws/bolts 

Assembly 
I spent an inordinate amount of time searching for an off-the self tool box that would fit under the 

workbench in the engine room.  There was just enough space for a not-too-deep drawer chest to sit on 

the riser just in front of the hot water heater. 

 

 

I measured and re-measured and searched on line and there was nothing that was a perfect fit.  What I 

finally ended up with were some (overly expensive) drawer units that are made for service-van 

outfitting.  The best solution appeared to be from a company called Ranger, a drawer unit, Model X50-C.  

I figured that four of them would fit into the area in a 2x2 arrangement if I moved the aluminum support 

post just a bit outboard.  

Even though 75% of the base of the boxes would be supported by the riser that also held the water 

heater, I cantilevered a piece of black starboard off the edge a bit for additional support.  This would 



also serve to keep the bottoms of the tool boxes out of any dripping or standing water than might 

migrate to that area.  I had this piece left over from my working-world job and had held onto it for just 

this reason. 

 

 

This is how much I had to scoot over the aluminum support pole to allow two of the boxes to fit side by 

side underneath the work bench.   Cleanup, filling holes, and paint still to come….. 

 

 



The top flange was right at the edge of the benchtop.   

 

 

I did also have to “lose” one of the bench-vise bolts in order to get the top corner of the last box in, but 

the three remaining should be plenty for it.   

As with most things about these Great Harbours, it is very likely that your boat was put together very 

differently that this one.  If doing something like this, measure everything for yourself and be sure of all 

dimensions. 

The boxes are very nicely constructed with spacers, bolts, and threaded bosses all ready for bolting 

multiple units together.  Heck, they should be for that price!  They are steel, so will require periodic 

checks and touch-ups, but after looking at the pricing for the aluminum equivalent ones, that will NOT 

be a problem! 

I used only two large screws with HUGE washers to screw each of the bottom two units down to the 

riser.  This way, it would be easy to remove them if access were needed behind.  They were certainly 

heavy enough that the screws were only to keep them from sliding around. 

The top two stacking units were then bolted with the included spacers to the ones below.  Once in, and 

with the ¾” Starboard on the bottom, there was about 1” of space between the top unit and the bottom 

of the work bench. 



Completion 
The completed install came out pretty good.  It’s not a Monster Garage -sized tool chest, but it does hold 

nearly everything I have that isn’t a power tool of some sort. 

 

 

The drawers each have a locking latch that you pull with your finger under the lip of the drawer as you 

open it.  Then it also has a keyed lock for the entire drawer unit. 

 

 

 

I replaced the water heater with a new duplicate that was in storage at the same time as putting the 

tool boxes in, so hopefully I won’t have to move them to get back there anytime soon.  There is still 

access to the business end of the water heater on the side. 



One thing became clear – if I *HAD* found a single, large unit to fit in here, it would have been a BEAR 

to get in (and out, if needed).  Having four small(er) drawer units to deal with was much easier.  That 

part was not planned. 

While I was working here, I also put some plastic peg-board along the side bulkhead next to the bench 

😉 

 

 


