
SCOUT Projects:  Riser Steps for Master Bed 

m/v SCOUT (Great Harbour N37)          Ray Henry  

Description 
Build risers for safer master bed access. 

Parts Ordered 
1. 3/4” mahogany plywood – approx. half sheet needed 

2. 3/4” thick solid mahogany hardwood (for trim) 

3. 3/4” x 1 or 1-1/2” cleat hardwood 

4. 24” stainless hinge (2 cut from one 48” hinge) 

 
5. Screws, glue/epoxy, etc. 

6. Stain, polyurethane as desired 

Design 
We had “stolen“ a photo of the master bed riser steps on Tanuki some time ago.  After the 23rd time 

that the stools we had nearly tipped over, it was time to start construction 😉 

I had measured Tanuki’s risers and decided ours should be approximately 13” off the cabin sole.  They 

would extend back from the forward corner of the cabinetry back to the angle where the closet 

becomes perfectly fore-aft on the boat.   

I decided that the lifting hatch should have a 24” edge where the hinge would go.  The hatch would have 

to lift towards the cabinets, as the bed overhang would not allow it to open fully on the other side. 

Finally, the bottom two cabinet doors on each side would have to be cut approximately in half to allow 

the riser surface to extend all the way to the cabinet face.  The 13” rise landed just about at the shelf 

level inside the cabinet, so a shorter door would appear to have a floor at the shelf level (with a small 

Assembly 

I did not want to disassemble the cabinet door frames and rebuild them (in hindsight, I should have).  

Instead, I just cut a section out of them starting at the bottom edge of the ¼” insert.  Then, a cut midway 

up and a “slice” of the door was removed. 



 

The raw edge lands right at the joint of the inset panel with the bottom ¾” trim.  I used some dowels 

and glued the bottom trim piece back onto the remaining door.  The bottom hinge needed to be re-

located, but the pushbutton and the top hinge stayed in place.  Sorry – I forgot to get photos of that….. 

Next was to start on the risers made from ¾” plywood and some solid hardwood trim stock. 

Trying to make accurate, flush, cuts on a pitching finger pier without a table saw and decent tools was a 

challenge to say the least.  I made a cross-cut jig for my battery powered circular saw after watching 

some youtube videos that helped some. 

 

 

I made a lot of sawdust (and mistakes) on the dock, and lost at least one straightedge somewhere under 

the boat ☹.  But I finally got all the pieces cut and ready for epoxy and assembly. 



 

Completion 
This was quite a bit more work than I thought it would be.  It would have been a piece of cake at a home 

shop, but took easily 5-6 times longer getting on and off the boat, up and down bosun’s locker steps, 

cleaning up only to get everything back out, etc. 

I used hardwood cleat stock along each side to hold the top, and at the top of the face-panel.  The face 

panel is also screwed to the side cabinetry with vertical cleats. 

 

 



 

 

Do-Overs and Comments 
I am very happy with the results and the extra storage (even for an N37) is welcome.  There are several 

“oopsies” with the finish work that I am not real satisfied with, but maybe I can fix that at some time in 

the future. 

 


