
SCOUT Projects:              Piling Bridle 

m/v SCOUT (Great Harbour N37)          Lisa Henry  

Description 
We have used various version of these on our past boats, so we decided to make up a uber-large set for 

our N37.  We made up the name “piling bridle”.  

The problem with a line around a piling is it usually slips down below the waterline and sometimes gets 

caught and/or abraded leading to varying lengths in connecting to the boat.  Especially in areas with 

large tidal swings, this can cause problems. 

The “piling bridle” floats up and down easily with the water level and provides a low-abrasion rolling 

medium for the line. 

Parts Ordered 

1. 3/4 " nylon three-strand, approximately 6 feet long 

2. Two large stainless thimbles 

3. 8 large, hard-sided, “can floats” from https://www.leefisherfishing.com/ 

4. 1/8“ or 3/16“ three strand for Turk’s head knots 

 

Design 
To keep things simple, we used thimbles at the end of the bridle line so that any number shackles, 

bowlines, or other attachments could be used. 

Assembly 
It is important that the can floats have a center hole large enough for the line diameter used for the 

bridle.  I used 3/4“ line and corresponding float hole.   

The floats need to be narrow enough to bend around the piling without binding or causing restrictions in 

the line curvature. 

We found that 8 floats is a good number for the width of the ones we ordered.   

https://www.leefisherfishing.com/


Assembly is as simple as threading the line through the floats and splicing the two ends around the 

thimbles. 

 

Bridle (Version 1) Completed 

Completion 
Here is the bridle in use at the stern of our boat with a stern line and secondary breast line connected to 

it with bowlines.  This arrangement survived two hurricanes in 2018 without incident. 

 

Version 1 In Use 

Comments and Do-Overs 
If you look close at the “in-use” photo above, you can see that the floats can separate and allow the 

bridle line to rub on the exposed piling.  One fix for this is to add more floats to fill up the entire bridle 

length but would be more expensive as floats/rollers are really only needed around the “backside” of 

the piling floats.   



A shorter bridle length could be used, but that might limit the various sizes of pilings that it could be 

used on. 

We came up with a solution to this problem by weaving a Turk’s head knot into the larger three-strand, 

at each end, as a “float stopper”. 

I marked the ends of the floats to allow some play in the distance around the piling. 

 

Marking Stop Locations 

 

I weaved the Turk’s head knots in between the larger three strand in two places. 

 

Turk’s Head Stopper Knot 

 



So then we ended up with “Version 2” of the piling bridle. 

 

Version 2 Completed 

 

As you can see in the photo below, the stopper knots keep the floats very even around the stress-side of 

the piling. 

 

Version 2 In Use 

 


