
SCOUT Projects:               Flag Halyards 

m/v SCOUT (Great Harbour N37)              Ray Henry  

Description 
We had the typical bow stick clamped to the bow rail for flying burgees.  It was double-height, allowing 

two burgees to be flown.  I never really liked it for a number of reasons; the burgees had to be screwed 

to the clips hindering easy changes, the swivels made rattling noises that radiated thought the bow deck 

when sleeping in windy conditions, and there was a small obstruction of view on the water – never mind 

getting slapped in the face when using the bow seat!    

We decided to adopt a new process for our flags. 

Parts Ordered 
1. Flag halyard clips (INFERIOR – returned unused clips) 

    

 
 

2. Stainless eye bolts. 

 
 

3. Nylon cleat 

 
 

4. S-Clips (switched from SeaChoice clips) 

 
 



Design 
We just put the small eye bolts out at the ends of the spreader bars.  Drilling a hole through and using a 

stainless nylock nut on the inside.  The halyard line runs freely through the ring. 

 

 

On the aft side of the mast base I drilled and tapped two holes to accept two stainless screws for the 

nylon cleat.  

 

 

1/8” double-braid threaded through the rings and down to the cleat completed the halyards.  A couple of 

knots in the line are used to indicate clip locations for up to four burgees to fly at the same time. 



Completion 
The burgees are much quieter in high winds and there is an unobstructed view forward over the bow rail.   

 

In addition, Lisa can now fly up to four 

burgees/flags at the same time!   

 

She has quite a collection that gets changed 

out during Clemson or Carolina Panthers 

football weekends, for example! 



 

 

Do-Overs and Comments 
After just one medium wind incident underway, we lost our $50 AGLCA flag due to inferior SeaChoice 

clips.   Grrrrr. There was no captive method that I could see on the halyard-side of the clip – the spring-

loaded gripper was only bent at a straight 90 degree angle and just slipped off of the line. 

The new arrangement uses “S-Biner” clips from Nite Ize.  One side of the clips permanently attach to the 

burgee, and the other end clips to a knotted loop that stays in position on the halyard line.  These WILL 

NOT come off in any wind. 

 


