
SCOUT Projects:              Air Horn Install 

m/v SCOUT (Great Harbour N37)              Ray Henry  

Description 
After the second 12V horn on the mast failed due to exposure to the elements, I thought I’d take another 

approach.  I chose to install an air horn as a replacement instead of yet another 12V electrical horn. 

Parts Ordered 
1. Air Horn 

 
 

2. Reinforced Air Hose 

 
3. Compressor Mounting Clamp 

 

Design 
I did some research and seeing the prices of the $200 “marine” air horns, I decided on a lower cost 

approach in case they turned out like the 12V electric ones. 

I chose an automotive horn that had the most ‘plastic’ parts that I could find to eliminate corrosion and 

rust potential.  Since it was so inexpensive, I bought a second one as a replacement in case of its 

premature demise.  The fact that it is just a push-on air hose connection up on the mast, should make 

changing it out pretty easy. 

I wanted to keep the electrical and compressor parts of the horn out of the elements, so this meant that 

the air hose to drive the horn would need to be 20ft or so.  After reading some reviews of people who 

tried to extend the very short (about 12 inches) air hose that came with the horn, I became a bit worried.  

I assumed that they were extending the hose with a like-material which has a very flexible side wall.  I 

assumed that the lack of performance was due to the longer hose flexing and expanding as the 

compressor turned on and not driving the horn hard enough. 



I looked around and thought that a reinforced compressor hose which has to hold a hundred PSI may 

perform better over a longer distance.   

I received the horn and hose and tested it over its full 25ft length before attempting to snake it up the 

mast.  It worked really well and the horn sounded incredibly good. 

So I disassembled the mast components and took a chance that I could get the hose run without lowering 

the mast or taking everything apart in the wiring chase.  I securely taped the old electrical wires to the 

new hose and used the wiring to pull the hose along the same path back to the helm area.  With a lot of 

“coaching” and very specific words shouted at a high volume, it worked and the new air hose was now 

sitting in the area under the helm! 

 

   
 

 

 

 

 



The compressor part was designed to mount vertically and I couldn’t find an easy way to mount it that 

way in the area behind the helm panel.  Instead, I bought a “way-too-expensive-for-its-purpose” P-clamp 

that had the right diameter to clamp it sideways.  I used the same horn wires to power the compressor 

right off of the horn switch and breaker.  The amperage specifications of the switch and breaker were 

such that I didn’t need the relay supplied with the horn/compressor. 

 

 

 

I made a couple of very inelegant pieces of starboard to mount the horn onto the mast brackets.  They 

are not very visible from afar, so I’m thinking it’s kind of OK.. 

 

  
 



Finally, I put some electrical split-loom over the air hose to try to protect it from UV degradation.  It may 

need to be replaced periodically…. 

 

Completion 
The horn works really well!  After listening to a few online youtube videos/demonstrations, I learned that 

the “good boat tones” need a long-ish trumpet, so I got one of the longer ones – it just fits under the PA 

speaker. 

 

Do-Overs and Comments 
Initial sound checks are very (surprisingly) good.  I’ll temper my enthusiasm a bit, though, until some 

nasty sea-state and wind-driven experiences get involved. 

The compressor vibration and noise is quite loud mounted right at the helm against the wood panel, but 

it only runs when you press the horn button and the horn is blowing anyway…….  I can live with that. 

Longevity of the inexpensive horn is the only other question.  I now have an easily switched out trumpet 

and compressor, though.  Time will tell…… 


